
Industrial Placement Testimonial 
 
I am currently a student at Plymouth university, studying a BSc (Hons) computer and information security.  I 
applied for a placement at L3 TRL based on their outstanding reputation in the defence sector and this was 
an area I wanted to move my career into.   After passing the interview I was offered a placement to start in 
September 2014.   
 
Upon starting at L3 I was made to feel welcome and was given a thorough training package with regard to 
the standards and ethics expected while working for L3.  I was supported to set up my working environment 
and had already begun to feel part of the team. 
 
The work itself was challenging and I had to pull on everything I had learned in my previous years at 
university.  I was supported to engage with projects that were out of my comfort zone, this helped broaden 
my horizons and I received support every step of the way by my excellent line manager.   The projects were 
fast paced and I had opportunities to engage with various levels of activities from low level programming of 
systems to verification and validation of devices.  As the placement progressed, I was given more 
responsibility to help me grow into future roles. 
 
Towards the end of the placement I was offered the opportunity to join a new division of L3 TRL called 
Advanced Cyber Solutions (ACS).  I was offered a position working for ACS for the remainder of the 
placement and also offered a position as a cyber security analyst once I had finished the degree.  This was 
an offer to work directly at the knife’s edge with a company that has an excellent reputation in the defence 
sector.   
 
This placement has been a worthy investment in my career.  I applied many of the things I learned from 
university from the previous two years and have a better understanding of applying that knowledge to real 
scenario’s in the workplace.    
            JN 

 
Industrial  Placement Testimonial 
 
I first heard of L3-TRL during my time served with the military before beginning my degree. I was aware that 
they were involved in manufacturing hardware and software for the MoD but that was about the extent of my 
knowledge. During my 1st year of study, I knew I wanted to undertake an industry placement so I began to 
research companies during my first term onwards. I wanted a placement that I could gain reputable 
experience as well as provide an opportunity to further my knowledge in IT security-related areas. A friend of 
mine (an IT security professional) recommended L3-TRL as it is a company that is involved in building some 
interesting products and also has an excellent reputation within the IT industry; particularly within UK 
government and MoD. Also a fellow student on the year ahead of me did his placement with L3-TRL who 
regularly updated me with how it was progressing. His positive feedback along with my own research led me 
to submitting an application. 
 
After submitting my CV and a covering letter, I was invited to attend a selection and interview day. This was 
a relaxed and relatively informal day where the morning involved some group activities and a presentation 
followed by a meet-and-greet with current placement students and a chance to see some of the equipment 
that L3-TRL have produced. The afternoon involved an interview which again was professional yet relaxed 
and friendly, but provided an opportunity for the company to see what level of knowledge and skills you 
possess as well as a chance for you to put across what your interests are and what you want to get out of 
the placement. Anybody thinking of applying who may be put off with this selection day I would tell them not 
to worry. The people at L3-TRL are extremely friendly and there is a ‘family-type’ feel amongst the 
organisation. It was my impression that the assessors were not there to see applicants fail or to make them 
feel uncomfortable, but were genuinely interested in all that attended and just wanted to see the person 
behind the application.  
 
Since starting with L3-TRL, I have been placed within the Advance Cyber Solutions department of the 
company which are involved in creating bespoke IT security solutions for its customers. There are 2 other 
departments; National Security and Electronic Warfare. Each have their own opportunities for placement 
students involving different aspects of IT such as programming, encryption technologies, testing, design 
review, hardware design and elements of research – usually given in the form of small projects relating to an 
area of the business. L3-TRL offer to be as accommodating as possible in placing you within a department 
that you are interested in. Other students have previously hopped around different teams for periods of time 
in order to gain exposure to another element of the business. 
 



As a company, so far L3-TRL have been really good to work for. They offer flexible working so you can start 
work between 07:30 -  09:30. For me this has been really beneficial as I have taken the opportunity to go 
swimming in a local pool before starting work. Additionally, Friday is a half-day so you are usually finished by 
midday. I was also given a week off to attend a Cyber Security Challenge course that I’d applied to without 
having to take personal holiday so L3-TRL seem to genuinely care about your own personal development 
over the course of a placement year.  
 
I would definitely recommend L3-TRL as a company to undertake a placement with, you will get exposure to 
work/assist on live projects, consolidate and learn new skills and gain vital experience with a trusted and 
reputable company.  
            KL 
 
Industrial Placement - Business 
 
Working at L-3 TRL I couldn’t have asked for a better placement. They have offered me a diverse range of 
experiences backed with warm, welcoming staff who are both knowledgeable and willing to help. Naturally I 
was nervous at the prospect of starting my first day especially as I didn’t necessarily know an awful amount 
about the defence industry, however I was quickly put to ease thanks to well structured schedules telling me 
where to go and what to do for my first few weeks. I was surprised to see that I was given the opportunity to 
experience three different business functions; Marketing, Project Management and Business Development.  
 
Receiving the opportunity to gain experience in three different business areas in the course of a year is 
somewhat of rarity as an undergraduate yet welcomed at TRL, giving you a truly unique placement 
experience that you will struggle to find elsewhere.  Not only was I offered opportunities in terms of business 
mobility but also I was given experiences such as travelling to London where I attended the biggest defence 
event in the UK, DSEI.  Also it should be mentioned that as an employee of L-3 TRL there are a range of 
benefits such as finishing work at 12pm on a Friday, employee discounts and flexible working hours.  
  
There’s an extremely strong work ethic at L-3 TRL and you can really feel it throughout the whole company. 
Everyone really wants to push themselves to perform the best they can and as I have moved around to 
different components of the business I have seen this first hand, it really encourages you to push yourself 
and contribute to the organisation. You defiantly have to be willing to learn and have the drive to work to 
pursue a placement here, which is a good thing because your work will never go unnoticed.  
 
The acceptance of my placement offer to work here has been one of the best decisions I have made. If 
you’re looking for a placement that will push you to perform your best, offer you a diverse range of 
opportunities and experiences which is supported by knowledgeable people who are willing to help, then L-3 
is a suitable placement for you.  
            LA 
 
Industrial Placement Testimonial 
 
I am currently a student at Loughborough University completing a MEng in Electronic, Electrical and 
Computer Systems Engineering. Representatives from L3 TRL came to a placement event at my university 
and after talking to them about the L3 TRL I applied for a placement position from which I was invited to an 
assessment day. The assessment day consisted of informal team activities, a presentation and an interview 
to finish. I was delighted to be offered a placement soon after and I started in the National Security division in 
August 2015.  
 
The first couple of weeks were made up of inductions, briefings and ethics and health and training. To give 
me a greater understanding of the work the company does my line manager gave me reading tasks and we 
had many conversations on a wide variety of topics. This period of research was very helpful later on in my 
placement when I was assigned to project work. 
 
Having been made to feel very welcome and finding everyone to be very approachable I soon felt part of the 
team. I have worked on a variety of projects from helping with customer support to working on projects 
involving a variety of testing tools the company uses. One of my projects was recognised by the Business 
Improvement department of the company and I was presented with a voucher for my contribution. 
 
As my main area of interest is software I was given the opportunity to go on a two week external training 
course about Embedded Linux. The course to be very informative and greatly improved my understanding of 
a topic I knew very little about beforehand.  
 



 I have found the experience gained invaluable and something that I feel has really helped in the progression 
of my career. I have been offered and accepted a job as a Graduate Software Engineer when I complete my 
degree and L3 TRL are going to support me through my final year of university. 

CD 
 


